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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS: CEMEF SYMPOSIUM ON DRUG ABUSE 

1. CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS MEXICANO EN FARMACODEPENDENCIA 
(CEMEE) IS PLANNING A SYMPOSIUM ON METHODOLOGY IN IDEN- 
TIFICATION OF DRUGS OF ABUSE IN MEXICO CITY AUGUST 29 
THROUGH 31. CEMEF HAS WRITTEN DIRECTLY TO BIOMEDICAL 
RESEARCH BRANCH OE NIDA REQUESTING PARTICIPATION OF 
AMERICAN SPECIALISTS. 

2. EMBASSY STRONGLY RECOMMENDS PARTICIPATION OF TWO OR 
THREE QUALIFIED AMERICAN SPECIALISTS IN THE FTFT.D OF 
DETECTING EVIDENCE OF DRUG ABUSE, PARTICULARLY IN BODY 
FLUIDS. WE HAVE LONG SUSPECTED THAT OPIATE ABUSE IN 
MEXICO CITY AND OTHER URBAN AREAS IS MUCH HIGHER THAN GOM 
OFEICIALS ADMIT, POSSIBLY BECAUSE THEY THEMSELVES ARE 
UNAWARE OE INCIDENCE OE THIS PROBLEM. SKILLED SPECIALISTS 
IN THIS AREA MAY BE ABLE TO GENERATE ENOUGH INTEREST TO 
GET SOME TYPE OF DETECTION PROGRAM UNDERWAY. 

3. REQUEST DEPARTMENT AND OTHER AGENCIES CABLE NAMES OF 
SUITABLE AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS. HAYNE 
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